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90128 М 221 
AND ACTUAL UNABLE 
MOTHER APART, ер 
ші: № Е 
Я ENTIATE 
BETWEEN 
PEOPLE. 


AWOMAN. 


ме 
AS FOR FATHER 
ме MOTHER, Gave uP 
SHE TRIED ON ME AND 
EVERYTHING 3 TURNED 
SHE COULO Ё Нб АТ- 
INHOPES TENTION 
OF BRINGING еч тоне 
ИМ BACK. = 


: THAT'S 
TWAS ABLE Е 
TOLIVE А ине 
CAREFREE 
LIFE, FILLED 
WITH 60 ANO 


40; DESPITE 
XIANG@I BEING THE 
GAMES, ELDEST 
SON IN THE 
FAMILY 
WHICH т. 
LEARNED 
THROUGH 
REPETITIVE 
PRACTICE. 


THANKS 
То THE 
HELP FROM 
MY BRILLIANT IN Your 
UNCLE, THE CASE, HOW 
¿NAS ONLY PERSON ABOUT А 
E NITO 45200 A 


ABLE ТО Маа 
ато 5T000 ме, PIECE? 


RECOGNIZE 
PEOPLE'S 
Faces 

AS CHE: 


FAMILIAR 
WITH. 


WAS THE 2 
DAW WHEN Т. THe Day 
ONCE AGAIN ar Т 

REALIZED FINALLY 


Becoonzen 
IST HOW ме UNCLE 


BRILLIANT ЖАК 
THIS МАМ PIECE 
WAS. Я 


IWAS 
ASSIGNED 
THE POSITION 
АН | OF ALEADER 
Hie al ire : DESPITE NOT 
MORE THAN || © Пат 
ee TALENT IN 
THE хамаа! como USE ну | MARTIAL ARTS, 
Сред ние SOLELY BECAUSE 
GAMES BACK SUBORDINATES °F Cale БРОМ А 
Пера. "тле 4 NOBLE FAMILY, 
PEOPLE AS 
CHESS PIECES 
WERE UN- 
DOUBTEDLY 
THE MOST 
INTERESTING 
GAMES Т HAD. 


2и 2. 


THAT 
RESIDED IN 
А BROTHEL 


SHE SHONE 
EVER MORE 
BRIGHTLY. Pieces, 


< 


#2 


ОН ТЕ, , 
Ни А25Н (7k) 5 


f 
ка 


AND AN 

INVINCIBLE ТИЕ MATCH 
LEADER 
OFTHE 

MILITARY 


15 A GREAT 
SPECTACLE 
FOR THE 
SPECTATORS, 
NO MATTER 
WHICH SIDE 


EFFICIENT £ 
SHE'S STRATEGIES Я. 
AND DECISIVE 4 
STRONG, 127723 


BUT IN 
THE END, 
SHE’S STILL 
BUT AFROG 
МАМЕА. 


MURMUR, 


I WONDER 
WHEN WAS 
THE LAST TIME 
I LOST THIS 


THAT. ВЕ 


праці 


WHICH 
SEEMED 
TO аме 
OFF THE 
FEELING 

OF NOT 
TOLER- 

ATING 
ANYONE 

TRYING TO 
RIDICULE 
HER. 


so THIS 
16 WHAT A 
PERSON'S 
FACE LOOKS 
LIKE. 


WAS THE 
SEEMINGLY 
DISSATISFIED 
FACE OF A 
WOMAN, 


LOSE THIS 
TIME. 


оџе 
40 AND 
XIANGO! 
GAMES 

CONTINUED 

FOR MANY 
YEARS. 


MOTHERS. 


COURTESANS 


ARE MERELY 
COMMODITIES 
FOR BROTHELS, 
WHO CAN РАБ 
THEIR PRICES BY 
RESTRAINING 


THEIR RE- 
SERVATIONS. 


AS HER PRICE 
INCREASED, 
OUR MEETINGS 
ALSO GRADUALLY 
REDUCED TO 
ONCE EVERY 
THREE MONTHS. 


1 DON'T 


FENG SHEN, 
WHO WAS 
BORN INA 
BROTHEL, 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
THIS 
STRATEGY 
DIDN'T 
WORK FOR 
вувечоме, 


PARTICULAR 
AUDIENCE. 


WHEN WILL 
YOU BE 
VISITING ME 
AGAIN? 


IN THREE 


ON THAT 
DAY, FENG 
ФНЕМ WAS 
UNUSUALLY 
TALKATIVE. 


THAT WAS 
ALSO THE 
DAY TALKS 
ABOUT FENG 
SHEN BEING 
REDEEMED 
BEGAN TO 
SURFACE. 


1 UNDER- 
STAND. 


FENG 
Ж SHEN’S PRICE 
POSITION AS GRADUALLY 
THE HOUSE'S | INCREASED 
SUCCE: = Аб HER 
ae Was TAKEN, NS wi 
АМА / COMPETED. 
SOMETHING ТЕР 
L COULD BROTHER, / 
SIMPLY Luft, N 


AFFORD. Mi if Г IN 
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I WILL 
GIVE You 
WHATEVER 
YOU WANT 
IF YOU WIN, 
AND LIKE- 


YOU WILL 
GIVE ME 
WHATEVER 
I WANT IF 


YOU CAN 
CHOOSE 
THE BOARD 
YOU WANT 
TO PLAY. 


SUDDEN 
OMINOUS 
FEELING. 


60, IS 
60 YOUR 
CHOICE? 


\ 


AND UN- 
KNOWINGLY, 
OUR HANDS 
Z ENTWINED, 


LEADING 
05 то 
CROSSING 
ALINE WE 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE. 


ЭМ 
1) 


\ 


THE ONLY 
THING т 
COULD 
THINK OF 


(| 


» \ 


BACK THEN 


WAS THE 


GAME OF 


XIANGQI. 


ON 
THAT DAV, 
ALL TALKS 

ABOUT FENG 
SHEN BEING 


REDEEMED 
CAME TO 
АМ END. 


500N 
AFTER, MY 
BRILLIANT 
UNCLE 
LOST HIS 
POSITION. 


ALTHOUGH 
ІТ DIDN'T 
AFFECT OUR 
FAMILY, МЕ 
FATHER 
STARTED 
BELITTLING 
AND НЕ MY UNCLE 
FURTHER- 
MORE 
ORDERED ME 
TO GO ON AN 
EXPEDITION. 


A 


VERAZ nn 


1 


DAY, МУ 
ROOMWAS 
FILLED 


WITH OLD 
DOCUMENTS 
COVERED 
IN DUST, 


„мо. [NX ーー 、 


ФИВ!- + 
ITWAS ЕРІ. 
A TRENDING 


CURSE BACK 


MY MIND N 

р HOW DID 

PREOC- 

CUPIED SS IFAIL TO 
WITH a > ч 

60 AND 

XIANGO! 


THAT І 
COULON'T EVEN 
COME CLOSE TO 

FIGURING OUT 
SOMETHING 50 
BLATANTLY 
OBVIOUS. 


т COULD 
HAVE EASILY 
FIGURED IT OUT 
IF £ JUST GAVE 
IT ALITTLE 
THOUGHT. 


IT'S 
NORMAL FOR 
PEOPLE TO 


WHOSE = Lose THEIR 


TALKS OF INTERESTS 


REDEEMING | COUPTE- 


> SPECIALLY З а 
WHEN THEIR = : 
ICE EXPLODED に し - 
LIKE FENG 7 4 SUCH АМ 
ABRUPT 
END, 


SHEN’S DID. 


/ 


Ж AND AS 
A RESULT, 

THOSE 
COURTESANS 
IOULD HAVE 


7. NO OTHER 
сносе, 


BUT ТО TAKE 
CUSTOMERS 
АТ NIGHT. 


нъ 


Ши 


AFTER 
THAT, Т 
SNATCHED 


ARE NO ral 
BABIES! POSITION 
OUSTED FROM MY 
МҸ STEP | РАТНЕР, 
BROTHER, 


АФОРТЕО 


ме 
МЕРНЕМ. 


EVEN 50, 
167и. 
REGULARLY 
RETURNED 
TO ROKUSHO- 
UKAN’S DOOR 


WA 
ier ie 


асер 


N STANDING 
1 THERE WAS 


ме UNCLE 
ROUMAN, 


THE ROOK 
PIECE WHO 


MISSING 
| AFTER HIS 
| 

| N 


ІМСІРЕМТ. 


| PINeeg/ = 


2 WN 
ИЛ Қ 
1 


І DON'T 
WANT TO... 


І JUST WANT ТО 
BE WITH HER, WITH 
MY DAUGHTER, 


THAT 15 
MY ONLY 
WISH. 


Ñ 


- 
ai 
/ МІ 


THERE ARE MULTIPLE INTERPRETATIONS HERE: 


1. FENG SHEN WAS HOPING FOR A GIRL, WHILE 
RAKAN WAS HOPING TO HAVE A YOUNG BOY 


2. THEY SIMPLY WANTED THIS TIME TO CONTINUE 
ON FOREVER 


3. GO WAS FENG SHEN'S FORTE, AND XIANGQI WAS 

RAKAN'S. WHAT THIS IMPLIES HERE 15 THAT THEY 

WANTED TO KEEP ON WINNING TO HAVE THEIR WAY 
WITH THE OTHER SIDE. 


NOTE ON YUBIKIRI (PınKY SWEAR) 


THE MEANING OF “FINGER CUT-OFF” IS OFTEN ADDITIONALLY 
CONFIRMED WITH THE VOW “PINKY SWEAR, WHOEVER LIES 
WILL BE MADE TO SWALLOW A THOUSAND NEEDLES.” 


THIS IS AN OLD TRADITION THAT WAS ORIGINALLY STARTED 
IN RED LIGHT DISTRICTS DURING THE EDO ERA, WHERE 
COURTESANS WOULD CUT OFF THEIR PINKY FINGERS AND 
GIVE THEM TO THE MEN THEY TRULY LOVED. 


CHAPTER 38 


BALSAM AND WOOD SORREL (PART 2) 
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SUMMARY RAKAN, WHO WAS PRUNK BECAUSE OF THE MATCH WITH МАО MAO SUPPENLY RECALLEP A MEMORY ABOUT A WOMAN 
НЕ MET IN THE PAST, AS WELL AS HIS PAUGHTER, BUT... 


МЕ BEEN 
TRYING; TO, 
DOJSO'SINCE 
AILONGXTIWE 
AGO! 


- 


DURING 
OUR MATCH, 
HE DARED TO 

TOUCH MY 

DAUGHTER'S 
SHOULDER 
3 TIMES! 


115 

COMPLETELY, 

4 UNDERSTAND-, 
BUT EVEN ABLE THAT/SHE 
501 STIL. НАТЕ ME? 


ЧАНТ,ТО ВЕ 


WITH HER? 


YOU WERE 

BROUGHT 
HERE BY THE 
‘SERVANTS ОР 

A CERTAIN 

ESTEEMED 

GUEST, 
YOU KNOW? 


USED TO BE 
FON SHEN'S 
KAMURO. 


SHE 
WOULD GET 1 USED TO 
ALL FIDGETY 

WHENEVER 
1 PRAISED 
HER SKILLS. 


NOW THAT 
I THINK 
ABOUT ІТ, 
THE SERVANT 
THAT WAS 
DISMISSED 
THAT DAY, 


I THINK 
THAT WAS 
MEI MEI. 


MAYBE IT'S 
BECAUSE 
SHE FEELS 
GUILTY ABOUT 
LEAVING US 
ALONE ON 
THAT DAY, 


THAT SHE'S 
TAKING 
CARE OF 
ME NOW. 


IT WAS 
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I WASN'T 
AWARE THAT 
you COULD 
PRESERVE 
ITS SHAPE 
USING THIS 
METHOD. 


FINALLY 
WOKE UP? 


TLL Just 
GO BEG MY 
NEPHEW FOR 
SOME MONEY 
IF IT COMES 


IF 10 
THOUSAND 
WON'T BE 
ENOUGH, 1 
CAN DO 20, 
OR EVEN 30 
THOUSAND. 
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Г | 
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I TOLD 
You, You 
САМ РСК. 
WHOEVER 
YOU WANT, 


ВИТЦЕ,ТНЕУ 
DON'T:WANT 

THAT, Т САМ 
JUST: СМЕ 
ТНЕМ МОНЕУ 


AND LET: THEM 
РО WHAT: THEY 
1 ITH IT. 
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ER Ж I ДЕ В 
LR |& | (3 
TLMWNEVEK ша 2 : 
BETABLE¡TO IAS 
EWAYJASTTHAT Да. 
ЗЕРХУЛААНЧ N таа 
>" 7 CHOOSE: 


IF THAT'S 


REALLY 
WISH FOR, 
I WON'T 
и 7 COMPLAIN. 
` 
Se 


PLEASE 
CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY. 


\  ШүшТІ»” 


е (ў) “сся 


Do you 
THINK 
YOU'RE 
DOING?! 


THAT'S 
THE ROOM 
FOR OUR 


PATIENTS! 


ANYONE, | 
RIGHT? 


I REALLY 
WISHED 
THIS WAS 
RESOLVED 


TLL 
REDEEM THIS 
COURTESAN. 
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WOMAN, 
WHO IS AS 
BEAUTIFUL 


THE SONG FON SHEN IS SINGING IN THIS CHAPTER IS A 
CHILDREN'S SONG CALLED ЖЕ} 342 35) УК КЕ. In ADDITION, 
SHE'S ALSO SINGING THE GUANGDONG VARIANT OF THE SONG. 
THE SONG IS USUALLY USED AS A LULLABY FOR YOUNG CHILDREN. 


THE SONG'S FULL LYRICS ARE: 
Жи 
ЕЗІНЕ 
EE ИИ 
UI 
RABEN 


WHICH CAN ROUGHLY BE TRANSLATED TO: 
Shake and shake, shake me to Grandma's lake. 
Grandma praised me that I've behaved, 
asked me whether Mom's been treating me great, 
I said | have no complaints. 


THIS SONG SHOWS FON SHEN'S DREAM OF NURTURING HER 


OWN CHILDREN, AND ALSO HER WISH OF HAVING A HAPPY 
FAMILY WHERE ALL THREE GENERATIONS COULD LIVE TOGETHER. 


ЖЕ Bow) e 


TO TAKING 
ON THAT 
OLD GUY. 


BASEN WHO 
ACCOMPA- 
NIED ME, 
AND LATER 
HELPED IN 
SENDING 


THAT MAN 


HE CAN 
BEA BIT 
STIFF SOME- 
TIMES, BUT 
HE'S STILL 
RELIABLE 
NONETHE- 
LESS. 


FOR SOME 


REASON. 


50 SHE 
ENDED UP 
STAYING 
BEHIND 

AFTER THE 


Tope gure HOWEVER, 


CONSORT 
ROU RAN'S 
FATHER, THE 
ONE WHO HAD 
HIS DAUGHTER 

FORCEFULLY 

ENTER THE 
INNER PALACE. 


THE PAIN Ін FROM WHAT 
THE NECK TVE HEARD, 


HE HAS 

BEEN A 
CENTRAL 
POLITICAL 

FIGURE 
SINCE THE 
PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR. 


ў 
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THERE'S 


HERE BUT = 
NO TELLING us TWO, 
WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN IF 
SOMEONE = ДИРИ: 
WERE TO “Эх 


OVERHEAR 
HIM. 


WELL, HE 
MIGHT BE 
AROUND MY 
AGE, BUT 


HE'S STILL 
INEXPERI- 
ENCED... 


CHAPTER 39 


BALSAM AND WOOD SORREL (PART 3) 


MEERE < 


| } 
| RETURNING! 
то АНЯ 
CHAMBERS...) 


IAE へ まま 


日向 夏 主婦 の 友 イ ン フ З 


| Влад AFTER LOSING HIS MATCH AGAINST МАО MAO, САКАМ REUNITE WITH FON SHEN, ANP ASKED ТО REPEEM HER... 


BRING YOU 
SOMETHING 


290 


FOUND 
THE LETTER 
1 SNUCK 
UNDER THE 
ROSE'S 
BOX. 


IT'S 
ALRIGHT 
EVEN IF 
HE DIDN'T 
NOTICE 
SINCE BIG 
SISTER 
MEI MEI 
16 ALSO 
THERE. 


I THOUGHT 
you 
RESENTED 
HIM? THAT 
STRATEGIST 
1 MEAN. 


WHILE І 
DO FIND 
ИМ АМ- 
NOYING, 
I DON'T 
RESENT 
HIM. 


ECCENTRIC AS 
HE MAY BE, 
HE DID MANAGE 
МЕ Та ONE TO KNOCK UP 
INTO BEING. | MY MOTHER, 


| 
| IINSHI- 
„| sama. 


WE HAVE 
CONTRACEP- 
TIVES AND 
ABORTION 
MEDICINES, 


NOT TO 
AENTION 
WE CAN 

EASILY 

ABORT THE 

CHILD IF WE 


IT'S SAFE 
TO SAY THAT 
A CHILD CAN 

ONLY BE BORN 

INTENTION- 

ALLY. 


ENOUGH. 


IMPOSSIBLE 


AND 
WHEN IT 
CHANGING COMES 
THE TO COUR- 
DESIGNATED | TESAN, 
VISITING DAY 
15 JUST A СОНСЕМЕ BY 
MATTER OF OBSERVING 
A SINGLE THEIR OWN 
LETTER. MEN- 
STRUATION 
CYCLE. 


IF ANYTHING, 

T'D SAY THE 

ENTIRE THING 

FOR THAT = ы WAS А ТВАР. 
STRATEGIST? ў 


сай 


THAT'S 9) 
WHY, А 
ЧЫ. - 
са _ 
> 
EVEN = THEY монт №№ 
ТО THE SOMETIMES \ 
LOSE 
РОНТ ОГ || THEMSELVES 
HURTING WHEN THEIR 
THEM- | PLANS GO 
SELVES. ASTRAY, 
a КТ 
р | i || | 
1 | | 1 
2 NG NEVER ТАКЕР = 
Ж 1 | | тотитор JINSH に 
ж, а. MAN OUTSIDE SAMA, 
> шш YOUR OFFICE, 
07) тай CORRECT? 


/ NOW 
THAT Т 
5 | THINK 
к НЕ A ABOUT 
ALWAYS 1% ІТ, 
2) BARGES 1714 
Й. INTO МУ ТЕ! И 


OFFICE. 


зае чу \ | | Й и | 
ss ~~ ) 


ІТ SEEMS 
THAT HE CAN 
RECOGNIZE 
THE SHAPE 
OF PEOPLE'S 
EYES AND 
MOUTH, JUST 
NOT THEIR 
BECAUSE ТАС: 
ОР ТНАТ, 
EVERYONE 
LOOKS 
THE SAME 
TO HIM. 


TO SUFFER 
BECAUSE OF 
THIS ONE 
SHORTCOMING 
HE HAS. 


HE'S A 
PITFUL 


MY, AND MY 


4 ' || ПІР аа 
SURE WHY, 

|| | | ВИТ НЕ САМ 

||| ACTUALLY 

| Ш тив Is во RECOGNIZE 


WY зе. HPS бо fa = 
UNUSUALLY д 
COULD THAT 7 OBSESSED 
FACT ALONE Н WITH ив. 
MAKE YOU ч 
HATE HIM 1| | | 
THIS MUCH ! | 


THOUGH? 


IM JUST 
NOT GOOD 
AT DEALING 
WITH HIM. 


THAT 
DREADFUL 
FIGURE WAS 
BURNED INTO 
THE DEPTHS 
OF MY CHILD- 
LIKE MIND. 


THAT MAN 
MADE A 


MISTAKE, 

y FATHER NEVER 
TRIED TO STOP 
AND HE ALSO GRANNY WHEN 
KNEW ABOUT й に 98 

ТНЕ МОМАМ т 
WHO LOST Марон, 
HER NOSE AS 


A RESULT. 


1 BECAME 
USED TO IT 
AND STOPPED 
GETTING SUR- 
PRISED By ІТ. 


WHAT 
WOULD you 
DO IF THAT 
MAN TOLD 

YOU TO CALL 
HIM PAPA? 


I WOULD 
PROBABLY | > 
BREAK HIS 

1 MONOCLE. i 


THE 
ONE WHO 
ACTUALLY 

RAISED 

ME. 


FOR HAVING 
GIVEN ME 
THE CHANCE 
| Т0 ВЕСОМЕ 

RUO MEN'S 
DAUGHTER. 


SAVED ME 
THAT DURING 


CEREMONY 
INCIDENT. 


то 
REPLACE 
RUO MEN, 


ITS IM- 
POSSIBLE 
FOR HIM 


HE ONLY 


CONTRIB- WANTED 
UTED TO МЕ TO 
му BIRTH, CALL HIM 
NOTHING РАТНЕР, 


ELSE. 


THAT BEING 
SAID, І DO 
APPRECIATE 
THAT MAN 


BUT 
THAT'S NOT 
THE ONLY 
REASON WHY 

I CAN'T 
COME TO 
LIKE HIM. 


THAT'S 
JUST WHO 
HE 16. 


AND ALSO 
WHY THE 
MINISTRY 
OF JUSTICE 
MOVED SO 
FAST. 


TO FINISH HIS 
INVESTIGATION 
ON SUI REI 
$0 QUICKLY, 


E у 
> 7 
し THAT 
STRATE: 
; х 4 GIST? 
= и вит 
) | HE DIDN'T 
| ісі ў ANYTHING 
/ BACK 
THEN... 


PREDICTIONS 
BASED ON THE 
EVIDENCE I'VE 

GATHERED, 


HE RELIES 


| 


\ 


INTUITION 
) WHEN MAKING 
5 гэ 
INTEREST- 
\ INGLY ENOUGH, 


TF HE HAD 
PERSONALLY 
‘STEPPED ИР 
AND DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED 
HIMSELF, 


THEN I 
WOULD HAVE 


WHAT ТМ 
EXPERIENCING 
RIGHT NOW 
16 CALLED 
JEALOUSY. 


MAN 


7 
~“ 
> 


THAT OLD 


Са, 


pomor < 
REALIZE 
Gy SUSTEHOW, 
> BIESSED 


y - 


15. 


\ 


SIBLE TO MAKE 
ИМ AN ALLY, 
LET'S AT LEAST 


TRY AND NOT 


Ч 


TTT. 


MAKE HIM АМ 


WHO 
WISHES 
TO BE 
HATED BY 
HIS OWN 
CHILDREN. 


NS 
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JUST 
PLEASE 
KNOW 
THAT 
176 мо- 
тима, 
/ 
> MO: “Ж 


А РЕМ 
DAYS AFTER 
I RETURNED 

TO THE 
INNER PALACE, 
A PARCEL 
FROM МЕ! МЕ! 
ARRIVED. 


INSIDE IT 
WAS A LETTER 
ABOUT HOW 
SOMEONE WAS 
REDEEMED, 


2 5 
THAT YOU'LL ` MAO MAO, 


DANCE WHEN PROMISE 
I LEAVE THIS Í ME, 
PLACE. 


(СНАРТЕВ 40] 


SENDINGMOE 


69000008 ` 


IT'S THE 
SAME AS WHEN 
CONSORT FUYOU 
WAS AWARDED 
LAST YEAR. 


I STILL 
CAN'T MOVE 
MY LEFT LEG 

PROPERLY 
BECAUSE OF 
THE WOUND 

BUT... 


OH WELL, 
IT SHOULD 
BE OKAY. 


SEEMS LIKE 
Т CAN STILL 
REMEMBER 
THE STEPS 
PROPERLY. 


60 ОР 
COURSE 
= i I HAD ТО 
Cheer COME DEAL 
WITH IT. 


I RECEIVED 
A REPORT 
ABOUT A 
STRANGE 
WOMAN 
TRYING TO 
SCALE THE 
WALLS, 
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DON'T THINK 
JINSHI-SAMA 
SHOULD BE 
THE ONE 
PERSONALLY 
INVESTIGAT- 
ING SUCH 
MATTERS. 


THE GUARD 
WHO SAW 
YOu WAS 
FAMILIAR 

WITH YOUR 
HE RE- FACE, 50 
PORTED 

THE 

MATTER 

DIRECTLY 

TO ME. 


DON'T GO 
CAUSING 
60 MUCH 
TROUBLE. 


IF YOU'RE 
BEING INCON- 
SPICUOUS, 
THE PEOPLE 
AROUND YOU 
MIGHT NOT 
THINK THE 
SAME. 


REMEMBER 
THAT, EVEN 
IF YOU THINK 
I'S ALRIGHT 
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I WAS 
SENT THESE 
CLOTHES FROM 
THE BROTHEL, 
60 1 FIGURED 
I MIGHT AS 


ТМ SUR- 
PRISED 
YOU CAN 


МУ SKILLS 
AREN'T 
SOMETHING 
CUSTOMERS 
WOULD COME 
SPECIFICALLY 


ALTHOUGH 1 


ITS A 
TRADITION IN 
HANAMACHI ТО 
PERFORM A 
DANCE WHEN 
‘SENDING OFF 
WHO COURTESANS 


ARE BEING 
REDEEMED. 


I WAS TAUGHT 
AS A PART OF 
BASIC TRAINING 
FOR RECEIVING 
CUSTOMERS, 


THE RUMOR 
я INCIDEN- J ABOUT THE 
1 та HE ECCENTRIC 
a APPLIED MAN RE- 
enden Has PEEMING А 
< У В SPREAD COURTESAN 
м абі OUTSIDE. 
N THE Ny ; 
LETTER 1 Š Ра 
THAT INSTEAD зет. Alles THAT HE'S ~ 
OF HOLDING THE TAKING TEN > 
BANQUET FOR баю DAYS OFF. т 
THREE DAYS AND GUESS й 
THREE NIGHTS LIKE so. 
THEY USUALLY DO, 7 2 
THEY HELD ІТ FOR < ae 
SEVEN DAYS AND = 
SEVEN NIGHTS. í“ 
I DON'T 
だ JUDGING BY KNOW HOW 
THE AMOUNT MUCH HE 
OF LANTERNS SPENT, BUT 
INSTALLED, IT'S 
CLEARLY NOT 
AN AMOUNT 
FOR A REGULAR 
COURTESAN. 
і (Ё 
р ! о 4 
ラン | 
єє JUST AS Z 
Тасы 
ТІ INTENDED, 


22210 
| 


THERES No 
DOUBT THAT. 
1 EVERYONE WILL 


ви 
THOUGH 1 
SHE NEVER WAS REALLY 
GAVE UP BaD AT 
ON ME AND DANCING, 
TAUGHT МЕ 
22 PROPERLY. 


I REALLY 
WANTED TO 
SEND OFF 
WAS BIG 
SISTER 
MEI MEI. 


WHEN SHE 
ALLOWED 
THAT MAN 
INTO ROKU- E 
SHOUKAN. 


AND START 
PLACING 
60 PIECES 
AS IF HE WAS 
REMINISCING 
ABOUT THE 
MATCHES HE 
HAD PLAYED 
IN THE PAST. 


SHE COULD 
HAVE JUST 
SAID THAT 
BECAUSE SHE 
DIDN'T WANT 
TO HURT MY 
FEELINGS. 


LISTENING TO HIM 
RAMBLING ABOUT 
HIS DAUGHTER AND 
THE WOMAN HE 
HAD HER WITH. 


I DON'T 
KNOW 
WHETHER 
THAT'S 
THE TRUTH 
OR NOT 
THOUGH. 


SHE 
WOULDN'T 
HAVE TO 
SUFFER 
IN LIFE. 


END ИР 
BECOMING 
A VERY 
DEVOTED 
WIFE. 


THE WELL 
EDUCATED 
AND 
BEAUTIFUL 
MEI MEI 
WOULD AT 
THE VERY 
LEAST, 


НЕ SEEMS 
TO HAVE AT 
LEAST FOUND 
THAT WOMAN 
WHO GRANNY 
KEPT HIDDEN 
AWAY. 


ANYTHING 
ABOUT 


1 STILL 
DON'T KNOW 
ІР THAT MAN 
FOUND THE 

LETTER І HID, 


BIG SISTER 
MEI MEI. 


WHO DID 
HE REDEEM 


BESIDE HIS 
PROMISE, 
THIS SEEMS 
TO BE QUITE 
THE BIG CEL- 
EBRATION. 


THAT'S NO MATTER 


NOT THE HOW BEAUTIFUL 

ANSWER THAT WOMAN 15, 

THOUGH. SHE'S NO MATCH 
AGAINST YOU, 


JINSHI- SAMA. 


you 
DIDN'T 
EVEN TRY 
TO DENY 
THAT? 


THE 
WOMAN 
REDEEMED 
BY THAT 

DOESN'T MAN 
HAVE MUCH 
LONGER 


SHE NO 
LONGER HAS 
ANY OF HER 
MEMORIES 
BECAUSE OF 
THE DISEASE, 
AND ONLY 
SPENDS HER 
TIME SINGING 
LIKE A LITTLE 
GIRL. 
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NO ONE IN 
THE BROTHEL | 
EVER TOLD N) | 
МЕ ANYTHING Nl 
ABOUT THE 
ТМ SURE WOMAN WHO 
GRANNY GAVE BIRTH 
| TOLD THEM TOME | 
TO KEEP 
QUIET. | 
23 
Т П 
= \ 
З 
\ 
ТНАТ 1 
| | WAS THE 
|] REASON 
FOR THE 
DECLINE 
OF ROKU- 
SHOUKAN, 
| レン | 
| WAS THE М 
WOMAN WHO E CO 
WAS BEING 222 RESPONSIBLE 
EATEN AWAY 2 2 FOR THAT, 
BY HER ーー THE ONE МНО 
DISEASE. DID HOWEVER 


SHE PLEASED, 


IN HER 
LAST DITCH 
EFFORT OF 

GETTING THE 

MAN SHE 

WANTED 


SHE SENT A 
LETTER IN 
WHICH SHE 
NOT ONLY 
ATTACH HER 
OWN PINKY 
FINGER, BUT 
HER BABY'S 
„| PINKY FINGER 
аў; AS WELL. 


SHE 
EVENTUALLY 
LOST SIGHT 
OF REALITY 

UNTIL 
HER HEART 
BROKE. 


EVENTUAL- 
Ly TURNED 
INSANE AS 
THE MAN 
SHE AIMED 
FOR NEVER 
CAME BACK. 


1 ASHAMED 
OF LOSING 
HER NOSE, 


THAT 
BEING SAID, 
SHE HAS NO 

MEMORIES 
OF BEING 
A MOTHER. 


ABOUT THAT 
DEMONIC 
WOMAN 
WAS REAL. 


THE 
ONLY THING 
LEFT IS THIS 

WARPED PINKY 
FINGER OF 
MINE. 


WELL RE- 
GARDLESS, 


IM JUST 
HAPPY TO 
BE ABLE 
TO LIVE AS 
RUO MEN'S 
DAUGHTER. 


DID you 
KNOW THAT 


ІР THE ПР ОҒ 
YOUR FINGER 


I DID FEEL 
HOT, BUT I 
THOUGHT 
THAT WAS 
BECAUSE OF 
THE DANCE. 


Т ALREADY 
PREPARED SOME 

DISINFECTANT AND 
А NEEDLE WITH 


WHY DO 
YOU HAVE 


OF ALL THE 
MEDICINE: 
I USED то 
TRY OUT ON 
MY BODY. 


WHY 
YOU ASK? 
OF COURSE 
IT'S FOR 


THIS KIND OF 
OCCASION. 


— IT WAS 


ITS 
UNCOM- 
FORTABLE 
TO BE THIS 
CLOSE TO 
HIS FACE. 


IF THAT'S 
THE CASE, 
PLEASE PUT 


BESIDES, 
THIS |6 THE 
SECOND TIME 
ТМ CARRYING 

YOU LIKE 

THIS. 


HE'S TALK- 
ING ABOUT 
THAT TIME Т 
LOST CON- 
SCIOUSNESS 
BECAUSE OF 
му WOUND. 


WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN IF 
SOMEONE 
SEES THIS? 


THERE WERE 
ALOT OF 
ONLOOKERS 
BACK THEN, 
You KNow? 


THIS IS 
SOMETHING 
REALLY 
IMPORTANT 
TO ME, 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
THAT TVE 
BEEN WANTING 
TO SAY FOR A 
WHILE NOW. 


TA 
SORRY 
TO SPEAK 
ATA TIME 
LIKE THIS, 
BUT 


THEN JUST 


SAY ІТ 
ALREADY. 


THEW PLEASE | 
СМЕ ME МУ 


WN 


- FROM А BIG 
> COUNTRY WAS 
SEARCHING 
FOR VARIOUS 
MIRACLE 
MEDICINES 
SPREAD. 


ASA 
RESULT, 
JINSHIS 

OFFICE 
ENDED UP 
RECEIVING 
A LOT OF 
GET-WELL 
FLOWERS. 


“CHAPTER 41 


BOOK 


N в. х 
£ SHE'S 
MAKING USING 


THE LEFTOVER \ 
ROSES 15...2 


| = ES 


пазоў OF Ean FEEENNG [ON SER ТО НЕО гана гане ON тог OF ли WALLS OF RE м гаг ТЕКЕН? 
ПИ] Кее NSH ALSO синг. їй, и TO CAREY MEE го 
as РЕНЕ HELO і IMSS HERS, MO MAO ASKEP Нн ABOUT AEX OX вед, WAKING ТР THOSPHERE BETWEEN НЕ TWO ARMAR, 


DECIDED TO 


COLLECT THE 
REMAINING 
ROSES THAT 
AND WE HAD LEFT 
MAKE OVER FROM 
SOME MAKING THOSE 
SCENTED BLUE ROSES, 


МЕ 
FOUND А 
DISTILLER 
WHEN WE 
WERE 
CLEANING 
THE 
OFFICE. 


THE OIL 


THAT ENDS 

UP FLOATING 

ON TOP OF 

THE DISTILLED WATER IN 
WATER IS THE UPPER 
THE END BOWL OF THE 
PRODUCT, APPARATUS 

WILL THEN 


OVER HERE. 


IT'S KIND 
ОР MILD 
СОМРАВЕР 
то ROSES 
GROWN IN 
THE WILD 


DOES ІТ USING IT TO | 
ves, те REALLY | МАМТАМ THE 
USED IN WORK? HYGIENE IN THE 
Ын : en mue 
WESTERN 5 МЕНЕ тий 
LIVES. 


AND YOU'RE 
DOING THIS 
HERE BECUASE 
IT'S HARDER 
ТО DO IT АТ 
THE JADE 
PALACE? 


IT SHOULD 
ABOUT THE ВЕ SAFE:AS 
LONG AS IT'S 
SCENTED 
OILS USED IN NOT TOO CON- 


THE INNER Ч CENTRATED. 


т THINK 


IM GLAD 
THE QUACK 
DOCTOR 
STEPPED 
AWAY TO 
PREPARE 
MOON- 
CAKES. 


EARLY FOR 
CONSORT 
вуокитоше: 
PREGNANCY 
TO BE KNOWN 
TO PUBLIC. 


THERE 
ARE SOME 
SCENTED 
OILS THAT 
CAN CAUSE 

А MIS- 
CARRIAGE. 


WHAT DOES 
JINSHI-SAMA 
NEED OF МЕ? 


LEAVING 
THAT 


ANYONE 
WOULD BE 

INTERESTED 
IN WHAT 

YOU'RE DOING 


WHEN YOU'RE 
LEAKING SUCH 
A STRONG 
SMELL. 


PLEASE 
HAVE MORE 
DIENITY. 


PACKAGE 
ARRIVED. 


BRINGING IT 


HERE WHILE == 


HIDING IT 


Е 
HONNYAN... 
< 


WHY DID 
YOU BECOME 
EVEN MORE 


EXCITED?! 


THERE 16 
UNDERWEAR 
INSIDE, 0... 


ALRIGHT, 
CRISIS 
AVERTED. 


50 WHAT 
KIND OF 
UNDER- 
WEAR IS 
INSIDE? 


ЇГО BEA 
MISFORTUNE 
FOR THEM IF 
THAT WERE 
TO HAPPEN. 


THE WOMEN 
HERE, WHO 
WOULD ONLY 
COWER IN THE 
BEST CASE 
SCENARIO, 
COULD END UP 
MAKING A 


ONE OF 
THE MAJOR 

ISSUES 15 
NAIVETY. 


MISTAKE. 


MOST OF 
THE MAIDS 
HERE ARE 
VIRGINS. 
TF, BY ANY 
CHANCE, 


THESE 
\ KINDS OF 
BOOKS ARE 
SOMETIMES 
EVEN GIVEN 
~ AS А PART 
\ ОЕ ТНЕ 
\ DOWRY. 


SINCE THE 
CONTENT 
CONSISTS 
OF MOSTLY 
IMAGES, 
IT CAN BE 
ENJOYED 
EVEN BY AN 
ILLITERATE. 


INSIDE THE 
LUGGAGE ARE 
PICTURE BOOKS 
THAT 1 PREVI- 
OUSLY USED TO 
EDUCATE THE 
CONSORTS IN 
BEDROOM 
MATTERS. 


THAT'S WHY 
I THOUGHT 


THEY'RE ALSO 
OCCASION- 
ALLY SENT TO 
HER TO HELP 
COMFORT THE 
en EMPEROR 
WHILE HE'S 
ТИЕ ЈАРЕ ABSTAINING 
PALACE AT 
NIGHT. 


EVEN LADY 
RIFA LOVES 
TO READ 
THESE KINDS 
OF BOOKS. 


ITS 
NOT LIKE 
ГМ BEING 
GREEDY, 
тв JusT 

THAT 


IN ORDER 
TO ENSURE 
MY FATHER 
16 ABLE TO 


I NEED 
TO DO MY 
BEST TO 


РИТ FOOD 
ON THE 
TABLE, 


SECURE AN 


INCOME. 


HE'S 
USUALLY 
INDIFFERENT 
TO EVERY- 
THING... 


EVEN THOUGH 
THESE BOOKS 
ARE EXPENSIVE, 
THEY'RE STILL 
QUITE PRO- 
FITABLE. 


1 TRIED 
REQUESTING 
А ВІТ MORE OF 
THEM BECAUSE 
I WANTED TO 
INCREASE MY 


AND SINCE 
IT'S SUCH A 
HIGH QUALITY 
ITEM, I THINK 
WE OUGHT TO 
SHOW THIS 
TO VARIOUS 
PEOPLE. 


THIS AND 

THAT ARE 

DIFFERENT 
ISSUES. 


AH, 
IT'S ABOUT 
THAT. 


NOT JUST 
THAT, 


IT'S NOT THE 
USUAL WOODEN 
BLOCK PRINT. 
I HEARD THEY 
USED A PRINTING 
TECHNIQUE FROM 
THE WEST WHICH 
USES METAL 
PLATES. 
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THERE ARE 

PEOPLE OUT 

THERE WHO 
PREFER LOOKING 
AT DRAWINGS 

INSTEAD, 

NO WORRIES, 

I UNDERSTAND. 


SINCE IT'S 
JINSHI-SAMA, 
HE СОЦІО 
SEE AS MUCH 
OF THE REAL 
THING AS HE 
WANTED, BUT 


I THINK 
THERE ARE 
THINGS 
INSIDE THE 
BOOKS 
THAT NEED 
TO BE 
CENSORED. 


50 
тв ТОО 
EXTREME. 


м 
shao МАТ... 
MAD. т 


BUT THE 
EMPEROR 
WAS SAYING 
IT WASN'T 
ENOUGH UP 
UNTIL NOW. 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
IT WAS 
CAREFULLY 
HANDPICKED 
BY GRANNY. 


THINK 15 
BURRIED 
UNDER 


EXACTLY 
DO I SEE, 
UNDER THE 
FLOWERS 


IN ORDER 
TO RAISE 
A PLANT, 
JUST WATER 
WON'T DO, 
AN ADEQUATE 
THINK: FERTILIZER 


DON'T 


SAID ANY- 

THING PAR 

TICULARLY 
WRONG. 


16 NEEDED, 


IT WAS A 
LINE FROM 
А NOVEL 
THAT'S CUR- 
RENTLY VERY 


REMEMBER 
CORRECTLY, 
SHE WAS 
BORN IN 
A SMALL 
VILLAGE. 


BUT THERE IS 
A MAID WHO 
CAN AND SHE 
READS IT TO 
EVERYONE. 


IT MUST 
BE PRETTY 
POPULAR IF 

EVEN A MAID- 

SERVANT 
WHO CAN'T 
KNOWS READ 

ABOUT IT. 


IT was 
DISTRIBUTED 
TO ALL THE 
CONSORTS 

AS A GIFT 
FROM THE 
EMPEROR. 


HE SAID IT 
WAS OKAY TO 
LET OTHERS 
READ IT AFTER 
THEY WERE 
DONE WITH IT. 


Е SAID 


H 
HE'LL BRING ACCORDING 


mir He's | ТО GAO 


NOVELS ARE 
TREATED AS 
SOMETHING 
UNCULTURED 
IN UPPER 
CLASS 
SOCIETY. 


IT'S A NOVEL, 
BUT IT’S UN- 
EXPECTEDLY 


INTERESTING. 


INFERIOR TO 
HISTORICAL 
FACTS. 


BUT IT 
SEEMS 
LIKE EVEN 
FICTIONAL 
NOVELS CAN 
EXCITE THE 
RESIDENTS 
OF THE 
INNER 
PALACE. 


THIS STAMP 
BELONGS TO 
THE BOOK- 
STORE I TOLD 
JINSHI ABOUT 
YESTERDAY. 


I THOUGHT 
HE ASKED 
ABOUT IT FOR 
GOVERNMENT 
RELATED 
ISSUES, BUT 


as 


TF THEY'VE CREATED A / 


PRINTED BLOCK OF THIS £ ЛНЕ QUALITY 

= NOVEL; THEY CAN\MASS / OF THIS NOVEL 
PRODUCE IT WITH LOWER // ІБ. BEFITTING OF 
QUALITY. PAPER AND/SELL А GIFT FROM 
Т ТО THE MASSES. THE EMPEROR, 


` AND SINCE A 
COPY ОҒ IT WAS 
GIVEN TO ALL THE 
CONSORTS, THEY 
Ке PRINTED 


`S THE PROFIT FROM 
THIS WOULD ВЕ — 
IWMEASUREABLE 


HUNDREDS SA 
OF, THEM. | 


т 

SHOULD 
HAVE 
ASKED 
FORA 

FINDER'S 


WHICH IS 
REGARDED TRIBUTING 
AS UN- А NOVEL: 
REFINED 
TO THE 


HIGHLY 
RAISED 
CONSORTS? 


EVEN 
THOUGH WE 
OBTAINED 
PERMISSION 
FROM LADY 
GYOKUYOU, 


ESPECIALLY 
WHEN THE 

JADE PALACE 
ONLY HAS 


А FEW 
RESIDENTS. 


IT'S SUCH 
A WASTE. 


FOR THIS 
BOOK TO 
ONLY BE 
ENJOYED 
BY us IS 


WE WERE 
INSTRUCTED 


WE NEED TO 


TAKE GOOD TO NEVER 
CARE OF ІТ SHOW THIS 

7 ТО PEOPLE 
SINCE ISA ОВОР, 


PRESENT. 


BUT ITS 
DIFFICULT TO 
ро 50 IF YOU 


LIVE IN THE 2 ТНЕУ САМ 
INNER PALACE, А # JUST BUY THE 
2 SAME BOOK AND 
IN THAT 7 LEND THAT ONE 
TO OTHERS. 


EVEN SO, 
WHAT A 
ROUNDABOUT 
WAY OF 
ACHIEVING 
THINGS. 


PEOPLE 
WOULD 
NORMALLY 
one CHERISH IT, 
FACT THAT BUT SINCE IT 


ms A NOVEL WAS GIVEN 


TO ALL 
AIMED FOR 

THE GENERAL | CONSORTS, 
PUBLIC AND 


IS LOW IN 
SCARCITY, 


THE HIGHER 
UPS ARE ALSO 
WORRIED 
ABOUT THIS 
ISSUE. 


WOULDN'T 
COME AS A 
SURPRISE 


IF A FEW 
OUTRAGEOUS 


CONSORTS 
DIDN'T EVEN 
INCREASING THE 
BOTHER LITERACY RATE 
READING ІТ. OF MAID- 
SERVANTS, 


IF THERE THE NOVEL, 
15 SOMEONE 
LIKE AIRAN 
WHO WANTS 
TO SHARE THE 
STORY WITH 


BUT IF THE 
EMPEROR 
SAID IT WAS 
A FEW OKAY TO 
CONSORTS SHOW IT 
WOULD ТО OTHER 
PROBABLY END PEOPLE, 
UP ASKING 
THEIR MAIDS 
TO READ IT 


BACK WHEN 

I WAS A KID, 
I ALSO SHOWED 
THAT PECULIAR 
SNAKE I FOUND 
TO EVERYONE. 


THE NUMBER 


OF LITERATE 
PEOPLE WILL 
MORE OR LESS 
INCREASE. 


І CAN 
UNDER- 


OF WANTING 
Ло АНЕ STAND THE 


THINGS WITH РЕРИМЕ 
OTHERS WHEN 

YOU FIND 

SOMETHING 
INTERESTING. 


AND 
50, 


JINSHIS 
PLAN ENDED 


1 WAS 


TOLD IT'S 
IMPORTANT 
BECAUSE IT ШАД 
TEACHES YOU 
ABOUT YOUR TAUGHT 
ORIGINS. HER WAS 


HER NAME. 


OF MY NAME 
HOWEVER, 
I WAS OFTEN 
TOLD 1 WAS 
UNLOVABLE, 
JUST LIKE A 
STRAY CAT. 


THIS SAYS 
SHAO RAN, 
TRY ТО 
WRITE IT. 


AL- 
RIGHT! 


ACTUALLY, 
ТМ NOT 
SURE 
WHETHER 
1 USED THE 


MY NAME 
15 QUITE 
DIFFICULT 
TO WRITE, 
ISN'T IT? 


T'D LIKE TO 


LEARN HOW 
TO WRITE AS 
WELL SINCE 
WE'RE AT IT. 


EVEN IN 
THE INNER 
PALACE, 
THOSE WHO 
ARE LITERATE 


AND SOME 
OF THE MOST 
EXCEPTIONAL 

ONES WILL 
RECEIVE THE 
OPPORTUNITY 

OF BEING 
ASSIGNED TO 
OFFICE WORK 
OUTSIDE THE 

PALACE. 


TLL HAVE 
TO FIND A 
JOB AFTER Т 
LEAVE THE 
INNER 


PALACE. 
IT'LL BE МА 


USEFUL IF 
ТМ ABLE 

TO WRITE, 
RIGHT? 


TRY. 
WRITING 
ТАВА. _ 


Looks 
LIKE SHE'S 
THINKING. 
ABOUT HER 
FUTURE IN 
HER OWN 

WAY. 


so 
1 DON'T 
THINK 


RETURN 
HOME 
AFTER 

THAT. 


SHE CAN 
EXACTLY 


SHE WAS 
SOLD TO 
THE PALACE 
IN EXCHANGE 
FOR FOOD, 


WELL THEN, 
LET'S PICK UP 
ТИЕ РАСЕ, 
SHALL WE? 


SAY... ARE 
THESE EVEN 

COMMONLY 
USED WORDS? 


START WITH | 
GREETINGS 
FOR NOW. 


Rone EZ 


COMPARED 
TO TAKING 
CARE OF 
CHEEKY KIDS 
THAT ARE 
SOLD TO THE 
ВКОТНЕГ, 


ACTUALLY 
PRETTY 
CUTE. 


WELL, THE 
GARDEN IN 
THE JADE 
PALACE 
CERTAINLY 
16 WIDE, 
вит 


SHE'LL 
EVENTUALLY 
GROW BORED 
OF IT IF WE 
ALWAYS TAKE 
HER TO THE 
‘SAME PLACE. 


SHE HAS 

STARTED 

RUNNING 
AROUND ON 
HER OWN 
RECENTLY. 


а. 


1 THINK IN 2 


176 ABOUT 
TIME WE START 
LETTING HER 
TAKE WALKS 
OUTSIDE. 


мети THE ЈАРЕ PALACE... 


п 
HAS BEEN А 
YEAR AND А 
HALF SINCE 
PRINCESS 
RINRII WAS 
BORN. 


THIS 
PALACE 16 


1 
| 
A LADY 
BORN 
WOULD INTO A 
USUALLY BE PRES" 
CAREFULY — П60и5 


МЕ? МАО RAISED FAMILY \ 
1 m N МАО? INSIDE THE 
CONFINES 
x тю or He 
o | consort |] HOUSE, вит 
а | суокиуои = 
й Y. | DOESN'T ~ 
җы USE THAT 
2 APPROACH. 


IN CON- 
SIDERATION 
FOR HER 
HEALTH, 


I THINK 
IT WOULD 
ВЕ 6000 IF 
WE INCREASED 
THE NUMBER 
OF TIMES THE 
PRINCESS 
GOES 
OUTSIDE. 


1 THINK IT 
HAS SOME- 
THING TO DO 
WITH HOW SHE 
WAS RAISED IN 
THE WESTERN 

WHEN ARID REGION 


COMPARED WHERE THEY 
то на DON'T PRAC- 


ПСЕ FOOT 
THEN, en BINDING. 
TLL ASK RAISED IN Ñ 
FOR PER- A MORE 
MISSION. LENIENT 
ENVIRON- 


МЕНТ. 


сом- x 
4 SIDERING 
ALL THE 
EMPEROR'S 
CHILDREN 
DIED AT A 
I GUESS VERY YOUNG ра 
IT CAN'T ВЕ “AGE UNTIL ЛЕ 
/ HELPED. NOW, 
| ын 
7 Е 
57 SINCE 
МАО МАО 
16 FAMILIAR 
How WITH 
ABOUT FLOWERS 
TEACHING 
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QUITE ОМЕВ- 
PROTECTIVE 
FOR A MERE 
WALK, BUT 


AFEW 
ому DAYS 
WHEN AC- LATER 
COMPANIEP 
BY THE 
HEAD МАР 


WE DON'T 
KNOW 
TO WHOM 
SHE'LL BE 
MARRIED 
TO IN THE 
FUTURE, 
RIGHT? 


LADY 
GYOKUYOU, 
THAT'S A BAD 
IDEA. SHE'LL 
ONLY END UP 
TEACHING HER 
STRANGE 
THINGS. 


IN THE 

CASE SHE WAS TO 
MARRY TO ANOTHER 
COUNTRY, THERE'D 
BE NO GUARANTEE 

SHE'D ВЕ WELCOMED 
WITH OPEN ARMS. 


THERE'S A 
CHANCE SHE'LL 
BE MARRIED 
OFF AROUND 
TEN YEARS 
FROM NOW. 


1 UNDER- 
STAND. 


AND THE 
HEAD MAID 
ALSO SOME- 
WHAT UNDER- 
STANDS THE 
SITUATION. 


SHE'S 
QUITE THE 
CRAFTY 
CONSORT. 


60 SHE 
WANTS TO 
PREPARE HER 
WITH KNOW- 
LEDGE ABOUT 
‘MEDICINE AND 
POISON, 


Г 
| SUMMARY TO LEARN HOW TO REAP. AS A RESULT, МАО МАО WAS ASKED BY SHAO RAN ТО TEACH HER HOW ТО REAP, BUT... 


CHAPTER 42 


CAT (РААТ 1) 


y 

E 

Ў: 

単 RUNNING 
š FREELY, 


№ GUIDED BY / шй 
Же CURIOSITY.. / а — 


== 
и“ 
4 
E 
$ 
й 


ЕСИ Фу 7722; 
= 20 
== か ん せっ さん は っ ば い 


ÄRA в анин yeso 


AND SOON, 
SHE TOO 
WILL BEGIN 
TO UNDER- 
STAND THE 
MEANING OF 
THEIR GAZES. 


EVERY ONE 


OF THEM HAS 


THEIR OWN 
THOUGHTS 
ABOUT THE 
PRINCESS, 


А SMALL 
PRINCESS 
WALKING 
AROUND AC- 
COMPANIED BY 
MAIDS AND 
EUNUCHS WILL 


THAT 
BOLDNESS 
OF HERS 16 
JUST LIKE 
CONSORT 
GYOKU- 
YOU'S. 


INSTEAD 
OF BEING 

SCARED, 
SHE SHOWS 
INTEREST IN 
ALL KINDS 
OF THINGS 


AND WILL 

APPROACH 
THEM WITH- 
OUT HESI- 

TATION. 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE MY 
WORRIES 
WERE FOR 
NOTHING. 


AT FIRST 
I THOUGHT 
SHE WOULD 


UP ACTING 
SCARED AND 
CRYING 


THAT'S 
CALLED A 


MUGWORT. 


THAT NOISE 

JUST NOW, IT 

DIDN'T COME 
FROM THE 
PRINCESS. 


THERE нон 


WASN'T THAT'S 
SUPPOSED STRANGE, 
TO BE ANY 
CONSORT 
RAISING A 
CAT IN THE 

INNER 

PALACE. 


THANK 
YOU VERY 
MUCH. 


LIKE YOU 
WERE 
TRYING TO 
CATCH HIM 
THOUGH? 


WEARING 
THE SAME 
UNIFORM AS 


BUT 


ТМЕ 
NEVER 
SEEN HER 
IN THE 
LAUNDRY 
AREA 
BEFORE. 


TO LET THE 
PRINCESS 
TOUCH IT. 


ІР IT 
WASN'T 
BROUGHT 
ІМВУА 
CONSORT, 
THEN HOW 
DID IT GET 
IN HERE? 


Esos «в 


HAVE ТО BE 

INSOME КЕРТ APART 

CASES, MALE ТО PREVENT 

ANIMALS THEM FROM 

HAVE TO ВЕ MULTIPLYING. 
CASTRATED. 


PERMISSION 
15 NEEDED TO 


KEEP А САТ 
IN THE INNER 
PALACE. 


CHAPTER 43 


CAT (CONCLUSION) 


"es 


Эх 239 
SHUG Sy 
US ау 


#1579-ВЖ Фаза CARE /ENORTYIHR 


HER MILK 
TEETH ARE ТУЕ 
GROWING PICKED 
FINE, BUT тт UP A 
ту. бо куыш WAS A | САТ ВЕ- 
ASK THE ay. 
KITCHEN $ 
FOR 
SOME. 


SHELL PRO- 

BABLY HAVE 

DIFFICULTIES 
DRINKING 
50 1 was 

THINKING OF FROM PLATES, 

USING INTES- 

TINES AS A 
REPLACEMENT 
FOR HER 
MOTHER'S 
NIPPLES. 


STOCK INTES- 
“NES WHILE 


қылша 
са се 
a 

аа б, 


PEA 


構成 : 七 緒 一 綺 


Фа 


МР 8 CAT THAT WASN'T 50770887 ТО BE THERE... 


|] ннен reino в a spt mt нех PLACE, мо нао РОЙ 


AT NIGHT, 
THE 


@ 


DILIGENTLY 
TAKES CARE 
OF THAT. 


ORDER TO РОО, 


79 

SHE CAN PEE 
JUST FINE ВУ 
HERSELF, SHE 
‘STILL NEEDS 
HER RECTUM 


MANUALLY 
STIMULATED IN 


EVERYTHING 
15 BOING то 
BE ALRIGHT~ 


т THINK 


WE CAN 

SHOW IT 

TO THE 

PRINCESS 


FROM RANDOMLY 
SCRATCHING OR 
RUNNING AWAY. 


SAUSAGES MADE FROM 
LEFTOVER INTESTINES 


303 


cars ARE 
ALWAYS DOING 
THINGS THAT 
CAPTURE OUR 
ATTENTION, 


AND BE- 
CAUSE OF 
THAT, WE 

EVENTUALLY 
вет ТИЕ 
URGE TO 

TOUCH 
тим. 


SOMETHING 
THEY DO THAT 
SOME PEOPLE 
MIGHT FIND 
INFURIATING, 


16 THAT, 
DESPITE NORMALLY 
BEING COMPLETELY 
INDIFFERENT, THEY 

TURN VERY LOVABLE 
AS SOON AS SOME- 
ONE GIVES THEM 

SOME TREATS. 


IN THE 
END THOUGH, 
WE HAVE NO 
OTHER CHOICE 

BUT TO GIVE IN 
AND FORGIVE 

THEM FOR 
WHATEVER 
THEY DO. 


EOVER, 
EVEN THOUGH 


та THEY'RE NOT 
STILL want РР 
то FORCIBLY 

Kiss THEM, 

RANDOMLY. 


TOUCH THEIR 
‘SQUISHY 
РАМ, 


223 
TO DO THAT 


ш 
- 


SINCE 


THERE 

ARE A LOT 

OF CARTS 

“ы COMING IN 


абе AND OUT OF 
SNuCK THE INNER 
PALACE, 


THE 
CAT WAS BE- 
STOWED WITH 
THE OFFICIAL 
POSITION OF 
HER HONORARY 
MAIN JOB 15 GUARD 
Ang FROM THE 
MEDICINE EMPEROR. 
SUPPLIES. 
FROM RATS. TL Note on next page 


THE FACT 


ТОНЕР МИН 


e Yee Y 


MAIN JOB, IS\ 
PROTECTING» 


8 
же 
り 
を 
し 
С. 
い 
る 


А NOTE ABOUT THIS OFFICIAL POSITION 


THE WORD USED FOR THE POSITION GIVE TO THE KITTEN 
IS TOZOKUARATAME, WHICH WE DECIDED TO TRANSLATE 
А5 НОМОРАРУ GUARD. THIS POSITION ESSENTIALY MEANS TO 
FIND AND RE-EDUCATE CRIMINALS (THIEVES MORE SPECIFICALLY). 
THIS FITS IN WITH WHAT OUR CAT IS DOING: 
CAPTURING MICE WHICH ARE STEALING MEDICINE. 


THIS POSITION FALLS UNDER THE MORE 
BROADER POST OF HITSUKE-TOZOKU-ARATAME-KATA 
(LITERALLY, INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION FOR ARSON AND 

ORGANIZED ROBBERY). 


AS THE NAME SUGGESTS, THIS POST WAS DEDICATED TO THE 
INVESTIGATION OF ARSON AND ORGANIZED ROBBERIES. IT WAS 
CREATED IN 1665 IN HOPES OF HANDLING THE RISE OF ARSONISTS 
AND BURGLERS DURING THE MEIREKI ERA (1655 - 1658). 


ANOTHER THING TO NOTE IS THAT MEMBERS OF THIS POST 
WERE MILITARY OFFICERS. THEREFORE THEY WERE RELENTLESS 
IN THEIR CRACK-DOWN OPERATIONS AND WERE OFTEN FEARED 
BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC. AND SINCE THEY HAD BARELY ANY 
JURISTICTION, THEY COULD NOT ADMINISTER A PUNISHMENT 
ABOVE TATAKI (BASICALLY BEATING) WITHOUT SUBMITTING THE 
MATTER TO THE ROJU (THE SECOND HIGHEST IN THE BAKUFU 
GOVERNMENT). BAKUFU HERE MEANING THE GOVERNMENT 
OFFICE OF MILITARY RULE OR SAMURAI GOVERNMENT ITSELF. 
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HERE'S A NICE JOKE ABOUT THE NAMES 
OF OUR PROTAGONIST AND NEW KITTEN 


THE NAME OF МАО МАО (OUR PROTAGONIST) 
USES THE CHARACTER 28 (MEANING CAT) IN HER NAME, 
AND LITERALLY TRANSLATES TO CAT CAT. 


AT THE SAME TIME, OUR NEW CAT CHARACTER'S 
NAME USES THE CHARACTER = (MEANING FUR), 
AND LITERALLY TRANSLATES TO FURRY. 


